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Keele University is a world class campus-based University committed to providing the highest 
quality learning and living environment in which our students and researchers can flourish. Keele 
University is located in Staffordshire, UK, and has around 10,000 undergraduate students, 1,500 
taught postgraduate students, and 550 postgraduate research students. The University makes a 
unique contribution to higher education in its continued commitment to encouraging 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary education and research. It is proud to be ranked in the top 
100 for Global Impact (Times Higher Education rankings, 2022), in the top 200 for Law, the top 
300 for Psychology, Education, Social Sciences, and the top 500 for Arts and Humanities, Clinical 
and Health Sciences, and Physical Sciences.  
 
We are pleased to announce 16 new competitive International Doctoral Scholarships for the 
academic year 2022-23. To help support the growth of the postgraduate research community at 
Keele, to enable the targeted research work of its four Research Institutes, and to reduce barriers 
to access. These are for postgraduate students from countries and territories eligible to receive 
official development assistance (ODA) and intending to complete a PhD. These Scholarships are 
supported by the University itself and enhanced by the Keele University Alumni Key Fund. 
 
Keele has four interdisciplinary Research Institutes, undertaking cutting edge research that aims to 
tackle some of society’s most pressing challenges. All our Institutes are focused on delivering 
transformative interdisciplinary research in response to the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals, both in the UK and elsewhere in the world. The Institutes bring students, 
academics, researchers and non-academic partners together, and serve as hubs that stimulate 
collaboration and debate.  
 

• Institute for Global Health and Wellbeing - https://www.keele.ac.uk/globalhealth/ 
• Institute for Social Inclusion - https://www.keele.ac.uk/socialinclusion/  
• Institute for Sustainable Futures - https://www.keele.ac.uk/sustainable-futures/  
• Digital Society Institute - https://www.keele.ac.uk/digital-society-institute/  

 
All postgraduate research students at Keele are members of the Keele Doctoral Academy (KDA), 
launched in 2020, which offers an integrated platform for support and training, working together 
with supervisors, Schools and Faculties. In addition, Keele is one of the only institutions in the 
United Kingdom to have a Postgraduate Association. Together these networks provide 
overarching support for your research including supervision (and training for supervisors), 
research training, progress monitoring, pastoral support, opportunities to improve your English 
language skills, to present research at internal symposia and conferences, and to apply for modest 
funding to support research or external conference attendance. You will be joining a small friendly 
community of postgraduate research students from the UK and around the world. To date the 
majority of our postgraduate research students have been based on campus, but distance learning 
is also a growing option with full access to supervision, training, and many other resources. 
 
Who is eligible? 
 
To be able to apply for an International Doctoral Scholarship, you must fulfil the following 
criteria:  

• Be a current national or resident of an ODA country (for eligibility please check the 
latest list https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-
finance-standards/daclist.htm).  

• Develop a research topic which fits with the advertised strategic priorities of one of the 
Research Institutes at Keele University (please see links on specific Institute webpages: 
https://www.keele.ac.uk/research/researchinstitutesandcentres/).  

https://www.keele.ac.uk/globalhealth/
https://www.keele.ac.uk/socialinclusion/
https://www.keele.ac.uk/sustainable-futures/
https://www.keele.ac.uk/digital-society-institute/
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-standards/daclist.htm
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-finance-standards/daclist.htm
https://www.keele.ac.uk/research/researchinstitutesandcentres/
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• Have a first degree at the international equivalent of a 2:1, English language IELTS with 
a minimum score of 6.0 overall and on all subtests, and normally have a Masters degree 
in a relevant subject. 
 

What does the International Doctoral Scholarship bring? 
 
The minimum level of support available for successful applicants is to pay reduced fees at the level 
of home students (for 2022 entry, £4,596 per annum full time, a discount of 67% on the 
International Fee) for the duration of their research programme (3 years full time). Students will 
also be liable for the continuation fee (£300 per annum full time) after the 3 years up to the 
submission of their thesis. 
 
These part-funded Scholarships may suit candidates who wish to study for their doctoral degree 
by distance learning but are open to either distance learning or campus-based programmes. There 
are two options available: (A) a no-fee scholarship, and (B) a home-fee rate scholarship which 
might appeal to students studying at a distance, particularly where the site of the research is the 
international partner country and where remote contact may be an advantage to the research. 
Applicants can apply for either option (see further below). Additional financial support may be 
available for some scholars depending on specific projects and areas.  
 
More about our Research Institutes 
 

Institute for Global Health and Wellbeing 
 

 
 
The Institute’s aim is to improve the health and wellbeing of the most vulnerable and marginalised 
populations globally recognising the need for multi-state approaches. We work around non-
communicable diseases and disorders affecting musculoskeletal health, mental health, malaria, 
arboviruses, and neglected tropical diseases in a wide range of Low and Middle Income Countries 
(LMICs), with interdisciplinary research participation in the Philippines, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Brazil, 
Burkina Faso, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Egypt, Vietnam, and Columbia, amongst others.  
 
The Institute seeks high calibre postgraduate research students to undertake PhD studies. With 
core principles rooted in a focus on the health problems of global populations that lie beyond 
single state solutions the Institute welcomes interdisciplinary, partnership, research. Recently 
recognised in REF2021, the Institute is housed within a world-leading research environment 
primarily situated within the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, along with key links into its 
sister Faculties of Natural Sciences, and of Humanities and Social Sciences. Applications from 
existing strategic partnerships are especially welcomed. 
 

Funding available: 
Two no-fee scholarships (ref KIGHW22A) 
Two part-funded scholarships at the home fee rate (ref KIGHW22B). 
When applying please ensure you use the appropriate references. You can apply for both options.  
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Exceptional funding requests can be made to the Keele Key Fund to support Keele visits and 
project items; the expectation is that students or partner organisations will resource the remaining 
costs (student fee, salary/stipend, or project costs).  

 
For more information about the Institute of Global Health and Wellbeing please contact Professor 
Nicholas Forsyth, Director, at n.r.forsyth@keele.ac.uk.  
 

Institute for Social Inclusion 
 

 
 
The Institute for Social Inclusion draws together a vibrant community of partners across sectors 
to tackle the issues of inequality on a local, national and global scale. The Institute promotes and 
supports a wide range of interdisciplinary research, co-created with external partners, that seeks to 
identify, explain, and overcome social, economic, political and cultural obstacles to egalitarian 
respect and social inclusion. 
 
The Institute for Social Inclusion seeks students interested in PhD research projects in these topic 
areas, which should involve strong partnership working with non-academic partners. Research can 
be linked to any region of the world. The Institute has a strong focus on the challenge themes of 
lived experience and community innovation; inclusive and sustainable governance; security and 
policing; migration and diversity; inclusive education and skills. Examples of potential projects 
include: 

• the philosophy and practice of fairness and restorative justice 

• the rise of authoritarianism/national-populism and their effects on social 
inclusion/egalitarianism 

• inclusive representation/practice in film, literature, and/or participative arts (such as 
music) 

• migration, displacement rights and inclusive peace 

• interdisciplinary approaches to understanding and reducing health inequalities in local, 
national and international populations 

• public health approaches to crime and vulnerable populations 

• risk, everyday practice and contemporary life 

• co-ordinating systems transformation for pathways to inclusion in ODA and other 
countries 

• grief, loss, bereavement and the experience of inclusive justice 
 

Funding available: 
Two no-fee scholarships (ref KISI22A) 
Two part-funded scholarships at the home fee rate (ref KISI22B). 
When applying please ensure you use the appropriate references. You can apply for both options. 
  

 

mailto:n.r.forsyth@keele.ac.uk
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For more information about the Institute for Social Inclusion please contact Professor David 
Amigoni, Director, at d.amigoni@keele.ac.uk. 
 

 Institute for Sustainable Futures 
 

 
The activity of the Institute for Sustainable Futures centres around research, education, action and 
influence that has positive impact on the long-term sustainability of our societies, environments 
and ecosystems across local to global scales. Its work is currently organised around six challenges: 
providing clean energy and reducing carbon emissions; providing food security; creating 
responsible, sustainable communities and governance; creating healthy societies; communicating 
sustainability; and protecting air, land, water and ecosystems.  
 
The Institute for Sustainable Futures seeks students interested in PhD research projects which are 
sustainability solutions-focused, genuinely interdisciplinary in nature, and involve strong 
partnership working with non-academic partners. Research can be linked to any region of the 
world.  The Institute for Sustainable Futures has a strong focus on research across diverse aspects 
of sustainable energy transitions, sustainable food systems and sustainability communication and 

education, although any area of sustainability research, as reflected by the UN's Sustainable 
Development Goals and relating to the six challenge areas above will be considered. Successful 
candidates will be part of an interdisciplinary academic team working collaboratively with industrial 
and societal stakeholders to address complex sustainability challenges 
 

Funding available 
Two no-fee scholarships (ref ISF22A) 
Two part-funded scholarships at the home fee rate (ref ISF22B). 
When applying please ensure you use the appropriate references. You can apply for both options 
 
The expectation is that students or partner organisations will resource the remaining costs (student 
fee (for ISF22B option), salary/stipend, or project costs). 

 
For more information about the Institute for Sustainable Futures please contact Professor Zoe 
Robinson, Director, at z.p.robinson@keele.ac.uk.  
 

Digital Society Institute 
 

The newest of our four Institutes, the Digital Society Institute is a collaborative centre for research 
in data and digital that will underpin innovation in the business, health, cultural and public sector 
economies. The Institute's vision is to drive business growth and innovation, helping organisations 

mailto:d.amigoni@keele.ac.uk
mailto:z.p.robinson@keele.ac.uk
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understand and adopt advanced data and new digital technologies. With academic expertise to 
develop research partnerships, support programmes, and talented students and graduates on hand, 
the Institute is specifically designed to support businesses. The new Institute will provide a 
supportive environment for Keele's world-leading research to interact with local communities – 
sharing our research expertise with relevant industries including health, business, energy and 
computing. 
 

Funding available 
Two no-fee scholarships (ref DSI22A) 
Two part-funded scholarships at the home fee rate (ref DSI22B). 
When applying please ensure you use the appropriate references. You can apply for both options  
 

 
For more information about the Digital Society Institute, please contact Professor Eran 
Edirisinghe, Director, at e.edirisinghe@keele.ac.uk.  
 
How to apply 
 
All applicants are invited to contact relevant staff at Keele to discuss the potential for their projects, 
and to gain some guidance if appropriate in developing a research proposal. Please contact any 
relevant staff directly, or contact the academic Postgraduate Lead in the broad subject area you are 
interested in or relevant Institute Director (see contact details above). A full list of Postgraduate 
Leads for each subject can be found here:  
https://www.keele.ac.uk/study/postgraduateresearch/kda/studentrepspgrdirectorsandleads/.  
 
Applications will be open from Wednesday 15th June 2022. Please apply through the admissions 
portal online at http://www.keele.ac.uk/pgresearch/studentships/, finding the appropriate 
Research Institute Advert. Please ensure that you use the appropriate reference number (see 
above). Applications close on Monday 4th July 2022 at 12pm GMT. Your application will be 
first reviewed by academic staff in the relevant subject area. Shortlisted candidates will next be 
invited to an online interview with academic staff in the relevant subject area. Finally, all shortlisted 
applications will be reviewed by a central panel involving the Research Institute Director and the 

Keele Doctoral Academy. Decisions will be notified by 29th July 2022. 
 
General terms and conditions 
 
Should you withdraw, or be withdrawn from, your studies at Keele either permanently or 
temporarily, the university reserves the right to claim back from you the value of any reduction in 
fees that has already been applied. No further fee reductions will be made once you are no longer 
a student at Keele University. If you interrupt your studies, it may be possible to continue to apply 
any remaining reduction in fees once you have resumed your studies. You should contact us if you 

think this may happen.    

   
Withdrawal/suspension/recovery of Scholarship  

   
The following may affect your eligibility to (continue to) receive the Scholarship: 

   

• Route change    

• Failure to maintain good academic standing 

• Disciplinary action by the university against you    

mailto:e.edirisinghe@keele.ac.uk
https://www.keele.ac.uk/study/postgraduateresearch/kda/studentrepspgrdirectorsandleads/
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If you do not complete the course of study on which you are registered and the named award is 
not made, the university reserves the right to recoup any reduction in fees already applied. The 
University reserves the right to recover any outstanding University debts from any bursary or 

scholarship awards made to you, which may affect the value of any fee reduction applied.    
  
Contacts 

    

Keele International Admissions: +44 1782 733501    

international@keele.ac.uk    
 
Keele Doctoral Academy 
kda@keele.ac.uk  
www.keele.ac.uk/kda  
 

All bursaries and scholarships are subject to availability of funds, and details given here are subject to change 
at any time.  

 

mailto:international@keele.ac.uk
mailto:kda@keele.ac.uk
http://www.keele.ac.uk/kda

